254                         IMPERIAL  GERMANY
specialised corps of war-leaders should have followed as a
matter of course; and the presence of such a body of pro-
fessional military men, pervaded with a headlong enthu-
siasm for warlike enterprise, would of itself have had the
effect of heightening the war spirit abroad in the com-
munity at large and inducing a steady drift of sentiment
leading to a warlike climax.
It has been the usual fortune of military establishments
and warlike class organisations presently to fall into a cer-
tain state of moral decay, whereby rank, routine, per-
quisites and intemperate dissipation come to engage the best
attention of the specialists in war. Like other works of use
and wont this maturing of the warlike establishment takes
time, and the corps of war specialists under the Imperial
auspices has not yet had time to work out the manifest
destiny of warlike establishments in this respect; although
it may be admitted that "irregularities" of the kind alluded
to have by no means been altogether wanting. The corrosion
of military use and wont, in the way of routine, subordina-
tion, arrogance, indolence and dissipation, has perhaps gone
so far as would unfit this picked body of men for the duties
of citizenship under any but an autocratic government, but
they have probably suffered no appreciable impairment in
respect of their serviceability for war and its advocacy.
In the same connection, it is also credibly reported,
though not officially confirmed, that the highly efficient
school system of the Empire, perhaps especially of Prussia,
is, under Imperial auspices, made a vehicle for propaganda
of the same patriotism of prowess that pervades the body
of officers Something of the kind is known to be true of